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	03/08/2026
Draft

	In Broughton Village Hall Meeting Room on the 3rd August 2026 at 6.30pm the Kirk Session of the Parish of Upper Tweeddale met and was constituted with prayer by Linda Hill.
	

	Attendance and apologies
	Present : Fiona Burnett (Broughton Elder), Neil Robinson, Peter Worthington (Broughton Elder) Anne Dawson, Marion Hewitson (Broughton Elder), Isobel Hunter (Skirling Elder), Lesley Craise, (Skirling Elder) Linda Hill, Ian Hamilton (Tweedsmuir Elder) Alexis Marr (Broughton Elder), Mike Chad (Skirling Elder) Apologies: Marion Wood, Christine Parker
	

	1.Order
	The Order of Business was as in the agenda 
	

	2. Approve Minutes 29/06/26 review matters not covered elsewhere
	Minutes from 29/06 were approved.  Matters arising: Still no sign of a Locum.
Primary school not yet contacted due to school holidays. The question of water supply to Spittal from Skirling Glebe is ongoing.
	FB to contact school
IH to update on Spittal re water

	3. Response to Presbytery Questionnaire
	This had been circulated in advance of our meeting and comments were favourable.   It will be submitted to the Presbytery Property Committee ahead of the 12th August meeting.
	

	4. Response to Tweedsmuir Appeal for Redesignation
	Again the paper, worked on by Christine Parker and the Session Clerk had been circulated ahead of time.   It was agreed to add the comment that there is no other suitable venue in the village.   Otherwise, good to go to the Presbytery Planning Committee before August 12th.
	




	5. Finance and Manse
	Peter Worthington noted a sum of just under £5,000 in the bank, but warned that £10,000 of giving to grow payments were due by the end of November. Income year to date is flat.  This brought us to the paper circulated in advance explaining our giving to grow contributions.  The paper set out how our gross payment is calculated and the offsets to this. Three things have contributed to the steep rise the Kirk Session has been concerned about. A Presbytery transition allowance has ended; extra interest has been received since the sale of our manse, and it appears that glebe income no longer offsets our contribution. A couple of queries regarding glebe income have been passed on to the Congregational Finance Manager. Fiona thought that the Broughton Glebe sale was further back than 2024.
Peter updated on the Manse..a Chartered Surveyor has been asked to evaluate the 3 options of; sale capturing value from the possible house plot; build in the grounds or retain the status quo. At which point consultants will be consulted.  An email to the West Linton Session Clerk setting out our strong preference for a sale with outline planning for the garden was sent and acknowledged.
	


IH to keep us up to date of 121 response to glebe questions








PW  to keep us up to date on the manse


	6. Update on 30th August get together
	Our request to the other Session Clerks for an earlier meeting of the linking  than the 17th September GKS has been agreed for 30th August at 12.30 in the New Church Hall in West Linton, taking our own lunch.  The session will be moderated by Mike Chad (Many thanks) and will address our Parish Profile - what do we want? what do we need? what do we offer?  Promoting our togetherness.   The outcome can hopefully be fed into the September GKS. Invitations to elders and any other members of the congregations with an interest. 
	As many as possible to attend.

	7. Safeguarding 
	Nothing new to report but see below
	

	8.Eldership
	Margaret Taylor from Skirling has asked to be taken off the active elders list, she will however continue to organise readers, provide a welcome and bank the collection for all of which we are very grateful.  Edna McAllister who was an elder in the Symington congregation and has moved her lines to Skirling has indicated willingness to join our Kirk Session.  She has a background in working with little ones during the service and in safeguarding. The Kirk Session were happy to welcome her to our ranks.
	

	9. Services
	Communion in Skirling confirmed for the 20th September with Rev Pamela Strachan and for Tweedsmuir and Broughton on the 18th October led by Rev David Bartholomew.   The joint service in Skirling at 11.30 on the 9th August will include the Annual Stated Meeting and a celebration of Phillip Gill Simmons organ playing. He has chosen all his favourite hymns.  Discussion of the service on the 9th prompted Isobel to share a paper written to church members in Skirling who have not attended for a while and inviting them to join our celebration on the 9th.   The paper set out the work to take place inside and outside the church and asked for members support in retaining a living church in Skirling.  The Kirk Session approved the circulation of the letter. The 19th September will mark two years of Wanderings in Broughtonknowe Wood and Linda Hill informed us of the plan to hold a Communion service there with Diane Holman an ordained Baptist minister living in Biggar to preside.   The Kirk Session were happy with that idea. 
The joy of having children in church during the service was discussed and how to allow the parents to benefit from the service while keeping the children, some very young, engaged.  Rachel Dobie and Edna McAllister both have some ides to share and Fiona suggested allowing the children to accompany the loud final hymn on basic instruments. 
	




IJH and PW to work on the service








LH to keep us up to date




For the Worship Workshop to develop

	11 Kirk Matters
	Kirk Matters - copy to Fiona by the 17th August in good time for circulation in September – it’s getting closer!
	All

	12 Advent Studies
	Usual format in the Laurelbank on a Tuesday morning at 10am with coffee and a scone.   Book suggested is ‘The meaning is in the waiting’ by Paula Gooder.
Also discussed was joining in with St Mungo’s Church in West Linton to study Forgiveness: Making peace with the past.  We would run our own set of 4 sessions as above during October.  The Kirk Session approved this idea.
	IJH to suggest at SC meeting

	13 AOCB 
	Films to make you think:  As an alternative to the evening films Neil and Fiona propose to show a musical in the afternoon on the 4th Wednesday of the month in Broughton Village Hall with a light afternoon tea. (Dates may alter to avoid clashes with other events but the plan is to start in October). The kirk session were happy for this to go ahead.
	 
FB and NR to develop

	14. Correspondence
	None
	

	15. Intimations
	Joint Service for Phillip along with the ASM 9th August 11.30 Skirling Kirk 
Outdoor communion and picnic 9th August 3pm -   Newlands Graveyard
Wanderings Thursday 13th August 10 30 am at Broughton Woods followed by Skirling Lunch
Skirling Lunch, 2nd Thursday of the month from 12noon in Skirling Village Hall next 13th August: 
Contemplative Prayer Meetings 1st  and 3rd Monday of the month 10am Meeting Room Broughton Village Hall studying the Gospel of St Thomas
West Tweed Kirk Sessions get together 30th August 12.30 West Linton New Hall  Bring lunch and ideas
GKS 17th September Carlops 
	

	16 Next meeting
	Monday 12th October 6.30pm Meeting Room Broughton Village Hall
	

	17. Close of meeting 
	The meeting was closed by singing Hymn 786 together.
	

	
	

Session Clerk………………



	



